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April 2, 2020 

Dear Ainslie Family 

 

Firstly, we hope your families are safe and well. With the COVID-19 pandemic we are 

dealing with extremely difficult and unprecedented events. This current public health crisis 

and its impacts on all aspects of our daily lives has created a real challenge to us all.  

 

The Canberra and sporting community are suffering, and our Club is not immune. With the 

indefinite suspension of the 2020 season our wonderful staff, General Manager, Simon Holt, 

Club Coach, Chris Rourke, and Manager – Junior Football Operations, Lyn Parkinson, were 

last week stood down. We feel for them as each of them have made a significant contribution 

to this Club and continue to do so.  

 

You will notice that they are committed to driving the business through these difficult times 

by supporting our members, supporters and corporate partners through our communication 

channels. We are hopeful that the Australian Government financial incentives will enable the 

team to return to work soon. We will keep you informed of progress. 

 

Our major sponsor, the Ainslie Group, have been closed and that of course impacts on our 

revenue. Our strategy to diversify revenue streams has never been more important. Please get 

behind our sponsors where you can at this challenging time. Our commitment is to protect the 

long-term viability of our Club and the great game of AFL. 

 

Whilst we wait for the season to return our aim is for you to remain connected with our 

football community. The Board of the Ainslie Football Club will be working with our staff 

over the next short time to identify priorities for making the best use of this unexpected quiet 

time, and how to ensure we are in the best position to resume activity when we are allowed. 

We are likely to call on you, our Ainslie Family, for assistance on ad hoc tasks during this 

time so please watch this space. 

 

Finally, the most important priority right now is your health and well-being. Please take on 

board the health advice being provided and do everything you can to stay healthy and safe. 

Make sure you keep connected with family and friends (while adhering to social distancing), 

find ways to keep physically and mentally active, and remember we are all in this together. 

We look forward to the day we can once again sit together and support the mighty tricolours. 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

Lee Phillips    Sue-Anne McKeough 

AFC President    AFC Juniors President 


