
 
 
 
Dear Ainslie Family, 
 
As many of you would probably know by now that after 11 years as President of our great 
club I have decided to step down. However I will be staying on the board in a non executive 
role. 
 
With out going into too much detail about my reason for making this decision I am always 
one to be transparent and would rather tell too much then not enough.  
 
I recently had a career change in to Real Estate with Maloney’s Property, which I am very 
much enjoying the challenge of, and the industry itself. It requires a lot of time and effort to 
succeed. Linda, myself and the boys have just moved into our new home in O’Connor – very 
close to where my wonderful association with this great club started. We have plenty to do 
at the new house and are looking forward to that.  Last but not least we signed off on a new 
strategic plan this year and one of our key strategies was succession planning and diversity 
on our board. 
 
I have been blessed with very supportive boards and board members over the journey. 
There has been a healthy turnover of board members that has definitely kept me fresh and 
challenged along the way. It has been great to see some of those board members move 
across from the Football Club to the Social Club Board to learn the other side of the 
business. The continuity and longevity of this arrangement, built on the mutual respect of 
recognising each other’s roles in the business, is as strong as ever.   
 
There has been continual change and I doubt many other presidents would have seen that 
much change in their time in the chair. From rebuilding a list, coaching staff and football 
department from the ground up, entering an eastern seaboard competition, playing Foxtel 
cup matches live on Fox TV, travelling to Alice Springs to play a NEAFL Conference final to 
going back to community football in Canberra. I was also lucky enough to be involved with 
two great celebrations, the 80th and 90th birthdays of the mighty Red, White and Black. 
 
In that time we’ve have had unwavering support from the Ainslie Football and Social Club 
Board. To my counter parts in the chair as presidents in Ralph Rendell and Malcolm Scholes, 
I thank you for your invaluable support and to former CEO’s in Kevin Grace, Richard Hogg 
and current CEO Simon Patterson, your support too has been incredible. Especially 
considering the major refurbishments of both Gungahlin Lakes and Ainslie Football Social 
Club during this time along with a challenging environment in the club industry at this 
present moment. 



 
We unfortunately had, who I considered, the “Godfather” of our football club pass away 
however we dually recognized him for his outstanding contribution to our club my naming 
the Alan Ray Oval after him. Alan was a great mentor to me.  
 

 To former presidents Bruce Glossop, David Lalor, John Miller and Garry Cox. Thank 
you for your sound advice and guidance when I needed it. 

 To the senior coaches, Andrew Bishop and Chris Rourke who set the benchmark for 
the club over the last 10 years and now in to the future. 

 To past Football General Managers - Garry Lawless, Corey Saitta, John Smith and the 
current General Manager Craig Wallace. My thanks for your contribution in making 
our club professional and to be the club where people want to be. 

 
Our junior club has continued to prosper and without being too biased I think my wife Linda 
set the tone for this area before I joined the board. The club has grown in numbers ever 
since we invested in this area. To those that followed Linda and in particular the current 
Junior Football Manager Simon Holt, who have always gone far and beyond their paid role. 
To finish off the great man in Lyndon Hirst who has just been unbelievable in the way he 
goes about things quietly but so effectively, your support to me has been fantastic.   
 
The major stakeholders in our club and the reason we exist, the players and for those who 
stuck around during the tough times, thanks for believing in the vision and direction our 
board set. I feel my relationship with all of the players has been something I have thoroughly 
enjoyed and believe having this type of relationship without getting to close has brought our 
club closer together. I have been lucky enough to see 1st, 2nd, Rising Stars and Division 3 
premierships along with numerous junior premierships, too many to mention, all are great 
memories that I will never forget. 
 
The volunteers are and will always to continue to be the backbone and lifeblood of our club. 
This is still a challenging area to get more people involved but we have this has a focus going 
forward. It’s rewarding to see many of our board members over the years not only perform 
their board role but also put their volunteer hat on during the season with both the junior 
and senior clubs.  
 
Without singling out too many board members, I feel that I publicly need to thank John O’ 
Loughlin and Brett Hannam who have also been with me the whole journey. Recently to Lee 
Phillips as Senior Vice President and the early days to Trevor Lond in the same role, who 
have both been a big support and a sounding board to me, which in times has been 
invaluable. 
 
As we move forward I’d like to introduce and welcome Carrie Graf AM, and Sue-Anne 
McKeough to the board. Carrie Graff has had a distinguished career in women’s basketball 
locally, nationally and internationally.  Sue-Anne McKeough, a Senior Manager in the APS, 
has been involved with the juniors for 6 years and has managed a team across all age groups 
including youth girls. I believe we are privileged to have both Carrie and Sue-Anne join our 
board. 
 
Along with the new additions and with Lee Phillips confirmed as the new President and 
James Barrett as the Senior Vice President I feel really confident about our club’s future. We 
are undertaking major renovations for players and supporters at Alan Ray Oval with our aim 
to attract players and more supporters to the football. 



 
What I have learnt in this role is “the club is bigger than any individual”. All of our decisions 
at board level were made with a club first mentality. I had two goals when I took over in 
2006 and that was; 
  
1. To leave the club in a better place then when I started – I can put my hand on my 
heart and truly believe this is the case. 
2.  “We want to be the club where people want to be” which is now the visionary 
statement on our strategic plan. Again I believe this is happening as we continue to attract 
people to all facets of our club programs.  
 
I feel so unbelievably privileged and humbled to have served the club I love dearly as 
President. To all the Ainslie Family thanks for your support to me in this time, it means a lot 
to me. 
 
Finally, to my wonderful family Linda, Billy, Harry and Tommy. They know more than anyone 
about the amount of time I have spent away from home and my devotion to the club. I am 
so fortunate that all of them have and will continue to have some involvement in our great 
club. Never once I have been questioned by any of them. All I’ve had is unconditional 
support continuously during this time. Thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 
I look forward to still seeing you all at the footy and around the club. It’s part of me, its in my 
DNA I suppose. Please get behind Lee Phillips as the new President and his board and if you 
can give him as much support as you have given me we will continue to improve and strive 
for further success as a club and as people.   
 
 

 
 
Ian Muir 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 

From the President 
 
Firstly, I would just like to say thank you for all the well wishes I received since taking on the 
role as president of this great club. I’m truly privileged to be appointed to this role. This club 
has been a big part of my life on both the football and social club sides.  
 
Secondly my thanks must go to the outgoing President Ian “Waddler” Muir and recognise 
and pay tribute for his immeasurable contribution to the Ainslie Football Club over the past 
11 years as President, and also recognise that the Club is in a better place as a result of his 
leadership. 

Ian won’t be lost to the club as he’s remaining on the board in a non-executive capacity but I 
will certainly be relying on his guidance as I transition in to the new role. 

Season 2017 is almost upon us and there’s a lot to do get all the teams across both the 
senior, women’s and junior competitions ready. Early indications are that numbers are 
strong across all teams despite some retirements and moves in our 1st Grade side. 

I’m excited about the future of this great club and look forward to seeing you at the footy. 

 

 
 
Lee Phillips 
AFC President 


